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- REEKLAI SALAZAR kicks wp his— -
feet as Tom Wikstrom {right]
and Bryce Johns (left) duck
cut of the way aftey launch.
Full sequence of photao's

inside.

WEEDHOPPER IS NOW FOOT LAUNCHABLE - O LICENSE REQUIRED! )

On July 19, 1979, Weber Canyon, Utah,
G0°F. and at 4200" above sea level, Reklaj
saiazar successfully foot launched his

modified Weedhopper into a 10-12 MPH
breeze !

Ervce Johns and Tom Wikstrom
helped steady the wings at the start
of the run and ran along side in case
reklal stumbled, to catch the plane and
nold it off of him. Once the run begam

| thelr main duty was to help guide unti:
we at wWeednopper of Utah, Inc. have airframe flying speed {15 MPH air) was

always considered "foot launching™ Jess | reached, when roll control was estab-
safe than wheel launching. Now we have Itshed. Pitch and rudder. control are

found a way to modify only the seat, and positive at the start of the run since
added shoulder straps to allow foot Taunch the prop wash flows over the control

capability, eliminate license requirements surfaces .
and not sacrifice any safety in wheel

launches while retaining foot launch cap-
ability. |

Like other "foot launched" micro-
1ights, the Weedhopper with this t ype
of seat need not be licensed. Also
like other foot launched mi crolights,
tne Heedhopper needs some wind to aid
n lowering the ground speed for tzke-
off. Also as with other microlights,
we recomrmend wheel launches as they
are easier and safer,

The Weedhopper can easily be sup-
ported 1n a 1ight breeze and very Tittle
forward speed is regquired {15 MPH air
speed - 10 MPH wind = 5 MPH) to alTow
the plane to fly its own weight, then
the plane carries more and more of the
pilot's weight until full 1ift off at
25 MPH airspeed [15 MPH groundspeed}.

We would like to thank all involved

(Cont'd.)



FOOT LAGUNCH  [Cont'd.)

in this historic launch effort; Reklai
Salazar, piloty Bryce Johns, wing runner;
Tom Wikstrom, wWwing runner; Mike Pitzak,
wind spotter; Susan Chotia, st111 camera;
and John Choetia and L. L. Bray, movie
cameras. 1his was am all marning aftfair
with driving around locking for a launch
5ite, setting up, practice runs, Q1s5Cus-
sipns, and two launches. We had no un-
successful attempts. We carefully discus-
sed procedures and practiced power off,
them with the engine running, then with
increased power, then finally, full power
and launch. Caution and safety were OUuT
- st concern since foot launching a —

microltght must be done under ideal con-

ditions with trained assistants {all

those involved with this launch have

rigid wing hang glider experience}.

We now nave good photographic evi-
dence of the foot launch capabilify of
the Weedhapper so cthers won't have to
prove 11.

The foot launch conversion will be
available im the next 2 ta 3 months.
The only advantage to the "foot lTaunch-
able" status is the vemowval of 1icense
requirements for the plane and the pilot.
Launching off the tricycle gear is allow-
ed as long as the capability of foot
launch exists, 50 the modified seat must
remain. No comfort or safety ts lost in
relation to the original Weedhopper seat
and you don't ever have to rum to launch.
We already proved the capability.
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QUICK SET-UP ELEVATGR

n & less historic note,
but reazlly more useful in real

e T it \1fe, we have developed a new
= = = . B . quick set up system far
= = e TR = T L maunting the elevator.
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Freviously., the 2 bolts had

to be removed on the 'U°

shaped bracket. MHNow, just
~ong clip and the long pin

slips in or out, no toals
reguired.
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—_prototype had this adjustment, but 'A°

FRLCE INCREASE OM PARTS

- There will be a price increase on
parts, effective August 1, 1979, aof
approximatety 15% across the board

Lsome 1ess). MNew catalogue with exact
prices 15 available for 50¢.

TRIM 15 BACK

A perfectly built Weedhopper wili
fly r ight the first time. However,
perfection 1s rare and many Weedhoppers -
needed minor adjustments of pitch for T
proper hands off flying. The ariginal

Models did'nt in production, we just
gave the proper settings. MNow all s
8" Models (#0112 on up) have this §
position front elevater bracket for
fine trim of pitch. This new part

wWill fit older "A' Models. Cost s
15.75.

WEEDHOPPER NEWS is free for one year to zl]
Weedhopper builders. YearTy subscription
price is $6.00 for 12 issues.
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